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ON LANDING OF A WHALE SHARK Socioeconomic Evaluation and Technology Transfer 
Division of the Institute. This forum provided an 
opportunity to the experts of Institute and the farmers 
to interact on many issues in improved prawn farming. 
The farmers were advised on the importance of 
eradication, optimum stocking rate and effective use 
of indigenous feed for improved production. They 
were called upon to more actively participate in 
farming by taking up activities such as seed produc-
tion in small scale hatcheries, on farm feed prepara-
tion and prawn culture in canals and homestead 
ponds. 
A whale shark, Rhiniodon typus landed on 8 
January at Medha, Malvan coast by a gillnet. The 
length was 1 3 feet and it was weighing about two 
tonnes as reported by K.R. Maiakar, Field Assistant, 
Malvan Field Centre. 
GROUP DISCUSSION ON PRAWN 
FARMING 
A group discussion was organised on 5 March 
at the vilbge, Chellanam as a part of the research 
project on empowerment of rural women under the 
TRAINING COURSES 
SCUBA DIVING 
A training course in SCUBA diving was 
conductedatTuticorin from 11 January-25 Febru-
ary in which nine candidates participated. They 
weregiven intensive practical training in swimming, 
snorkelling, skin diving and SCUBA diving. Eight 
candidates completed the training successfully and 
were awarded certificates by the Officer-in-charge, 
Tuticorin Research Centre of CMFRI, Tuticorinon 25 
February. Dr. A.C.C Victor, Shri. K. Ramadoss, 
Shri. A. Chelbm, Shri. S. Dharmaraj and Dr. H.M. 
Kasim were the scientists who conducted the train-
ing course. 
OYSTER CULTURE AND SEED 
PRODUCTION 
A training programme on oyster culture and 
seed production was conducted at Tutricorin Re-
search Centre of CMFRI Tuticorin, under the auspi-
cious of Trainers' Training Centre, Cochin from 1 
- 11 March. Six candidates participated in the 
programme and the sponsors were Department of 
Fisheries, Government of Maharashtra, Agricultural 
University, Government of Maharashtra and Direc-
torate of Fisheries, Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 
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